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Dear Parents/Guardians: 
Summer is a time that should find us looking forward to reading and remembering a good book can be fun as well 
as informative. Berkley Street and B.F. Gibbs Elementary School faculty members encourage all students and their 
families to engage in reading together this summer by exploring literature of all kinds. Research has shown that 
students who read during the summer months retain more learning, enhance literacy skills developed throughout 
the school year, and move into the new school year more prepared than students who do not engage in reading. 
Creating a habit of lifelong reading is one of the greatest gifts we can give our children. Establishing this habit 
early and nurturing it throughout their school years is critical to their success. 
 
We encourage students to build time during the day to read independently. By encouraging students to read 
independently, we support the goal of creating lifelong readers.  Our district mission is for all students to engage 
in reading for enjoyment for a minimum of 20 minutes each day this summer. 
 
We want students to pursue reading for enjoyment and encourage it through a wide selection of quality books. 
For this reason, we have developed a suggested summer reading list of faculty recommendations that provides 
something for every interest. The list is comprised of award-winning titles, various genres, timeless classics and 
popular brand-new titles. Each grade level provides an opportunity to support comprehension through writing in 
response to reading in a Reader’s Response log. We ask that each student (or parent for incoming K-1) maintain a 
brag sheet of all the books he or she reads during the summer and submit it to the classroom teacher in 
September. Students are encouraged to read all different genres and forms of written expression including 
newspapers, magazines, fiction, historical fiction, biographies, non-fiction and poetry. There is no limit to how much 
a student can read this summer- just read!   
 
Your support in promoting literacy skills at home is especially critical during the elementary years. We hope your 
family has a wonderful time enjoying many great books this summer! 

  Mrs .  Chr is omal i s               Ms .  Odoksta                    Mr .  Dav i es  
Pr inc ipa l  –  Berk l ey           D i rector  of  E l em .  Educat ion       Pr inc ipa l  -  G ibbs  



SUMMER READING 
Suggested Book List for 

Students  Enter ing Grade  2  

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
The following includes teacher-recommended books for second-grade students ( * indicates teacher and 
student “favorites”): 
 
*Amber  Brown (series) by Paula Danziger 

The original series is narrated in first person by Amber Brown, starting near the end of her third-grade 
year and through the summer after her fourth-grade year. 

 
*Amel ia  Bede l ia  (series) by Herman & Peggy Parish 

A picture book series is about a housekeeper who takes her instructions literally, with comical results. 
 
Ann ie  and  Snowbal l  (series) by Cynthia Rylant  

Annie, her dad, and her bunny, Snowball, love living next door to her cousin Henry, his parents, and his big 
dog, Mudge. These stories are all about adventures and lessons learned by Annie and her bunny Snowball.   

 
Arthur  (series) by Marc Brown 

These adventures will surely be a hit among Arthur fans to see all the ups and downs Arthur and his 
recognizable friends go through.  

 
Danny  and  the  D inosaur by Syd Hoff 

At the start of the book Danny goes to a museum, and is delighted to find a living dinosaur.  Both agree to 
play with each other, and Danny rides out of the museum on the dinosaur's neck. 

 
*Frog &  Toad , Owl  at  Home , & Mouse  Soup  by Arnold Lobel 

These warm, funny tales of love & friendship feature mostly animals as the main characters.  
 
*Horr ib le  Harry  (series) by Suzy Kline 

These stories are based on a 3rd grader named Harry, whose misadventures are told through the words of 
his best friend, Doug. 

 
*Henry  &  Mudge  (series) by Cynthia Rylant 

This series revolves around a young boy, Henry, who learns many lessons about life, loyalty, and love, usually 
with the help of his 182-pound dog named Mudge.  

 
I f  You  G ive  a  Mouse  a  Cook ie  (series) by Laura Numeroff  

This series is a favorite among children. It’s spare, rhythmic text and circular tale, If You Give a Mouse a 
Cookie is perfect for beginning readers and story time!  The many books in this series bring smiles to young 
readers’ faces.   

 



L itt le  Bear  by Else Holmelund Minarik 
The Little Bear character is friendly and adventurous with his animal friends and while his family may look 
like bears, they live and act more like people. 

 
*Nate  the  Great (series) by Marjorie Weinman Sharmat 

Nate is a child detective, who solves crimes with his dog, Sludge. 
 
*Young Cam Jansen  (series) by David A. Adler 

This fifth grade female detective named Jennifer "Cam" Jansen, nicknamed Cam for her photographic 
memory, says “Click” to take mental pictures and later recalls these scenes to aid in solving a mystery. 

 
Vo lcanoes ,  Wolves ,  Weather ,  Stars  and Oceans  by Seymour Simon 

These non-fiction books are packed full of bold, colorful pictures and photographs that teach readers 
interesting facts about a variety of topics in social studies and science. 

 
Hurr i canes , Ladybugs , Ducks , Gor i l la s  and P lanet  Earth by Gail Gibbons 

 
 
 

Other  Suggested  T it le s  (A lphabet ized  by  author ’ s  la st  name ) :  

• Made l ine  (series) by Ludwig Bemelmans 
• Flat  Stan ley  (series) by Jeff Brown 
• B i scu it  (series) by Alyssa Capucilli 
• The Very  Busy  Sp ider ,  The  Very  Lone ly  F iref ly  and The  Very  Qu iet  Cr i cket  by Eric 

Carle 
• Today I  Fee l  S i l l y  and My Brave  Year  of  F ir sts  by Jamie Lee Curtis 
• The Ba i l ey  Schoo l  K id s  (series) by Debbie Dadey 
• P inky  &  Rex  (series) by James Howe 
• Sharks ,  Whales ,  Sea  Horses ,  Sea  Turt le s  and Do lph ins  by Carol K. Lindeen 
• Sw immy ,  A  Co lor  of  H i s  Own ,  I t ' s  M ine !  and Inch  by  Inch  by Leo Lionni 
• Fox  Outfoxed  and Fox  on  Stage  by James Marshall 
• Make  Way for  Duck l ings  and B lueberr ie s  for  Sa l  by Robert McCloskey 
• Geron imo St i lton  (series) by Edizioni Piemme 
• Neptune ,  Uranus ,  P luto  by Greg Roza 
• Popp leton  (series) by Cynthia Rylant 
• Ch icken  Soup  w ith  R i ce ,  Where  the  Wi ld  Th ings  Are  and P i erre  by Maurice Sendak 
• Green  Eggs  and  Ham and The  Cat  in  the  Hat  by Dr. Seuss 
• P igeon  (series), E l ephant &  P igg ie  (series) and Knuff lebunny by Mo Willems 
• Morr i s  the  Moose  and Morr i s  Goes  to  Schoo l  by Bernard Wiseman 



 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

Recommended Reader’s Response 
 

Writing in response to reading is an integral part of understanding ideas in literature. Through the use of a response log, students can 
ask questions about what they read, respond to characters’ decision-making skills, make connections to their own lives, and make meaning 
for themselves.  
 

A l l  students  are  encouraged to  comp lete a Reader ’ s  Response  log.  
 At  least  6  t ime s  th is  summer ,  students  shou ld se lect  a prompt below (one from each  domain)   

and wr ite  an or ig inal  re sponse .  These wr itten  re sponse s  may be  f rom d if ferent  books .  

1.   Explore how the main character changed throughout the story. 
2.   Describe an interesting or important character in your book. 
3.   Write a letter to a character in the book or a letter from one character to another. 
4.   Compare two characters in the book to each other by describing their similarities and their  
     differences. 
5.   Describe places where the author gives good descriptions of the characters, setting, problem,  
     or solution. 
6.   Write a diary entry in the voice of a character in your book. 
7.   Compare a character in your book to a character in another book you have read. 
8.   Describe what you notice about the illustration.  What purpose do they have? Do they add to 
     the story? 
9.   Describe in details the setting of your book and how it fits into the story. 
10.  Draw a picture of the climax of the story. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

11.  Based on the title, what do you think the book is about? 
12.  How do you think the story will end? 
13.  Which character do you think will change the most by the end?  Why? 
14.  How do you think this conflict will be resolved? 
15.  Draw a picture of what you think will happen next. Describe it. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

16.  How is this book similar to another you have read by this author? 
17.  Create a Venn diagram that compares the setting of this story with the area where you live. 
18.  What advice would you give a character in this book?  Why? 
19.  What character would you most like to be?  Why? 
20.  Describe a character’s personality trait that you’d like to possess.  Why do you like this 
trait? 
21.  Explain how the book reminds you of yourself, people you know, or of something that happened       
     in your life. 
22.  Explain how the book reminds you of other books, especially the characters, events, or setting. 
23.  How have you changed after reading this book? Explain. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

24.  Why do you think the author chose the opening line? Did you like it? Why or why not? 
25.  Write about your favorite part of the book and why it was important to the story. 
26.  Who is your favorite character? Why? Draw a picture of this character. 
27.  What do you think is the most important scene in the book? Why? 
28.  How would a different setting affect the story? 
29.  Was the cover design effective? Did it make you want to read the book? Create a new cover     
     design for this book. 
30.  Did you like the ending of the book? How would you have liked it to end? Rewrite a new ending     
     for the book. 
31.  Write a question you would like to ask the author. How do you think he or she would respond? 
32.  Do you agree with the point the author is making? Why? 
33.  Do you like the ending of this book? Why or why not? Do you think there is more to tell? 
 

 

Domain 1: 
Story 

Elements 

Domain 2: 
Prediction 

 

 

Domain 3: 
Connections 

 

Domain 4: 
Opinion 



Ut pulvinar 
elit et 
augue. 

 

 
 

Domain 6: 
Evaluation 

Domain 5: 
Language 

 

34.  Copy a sentence from the book that you think is well written. Why do you like this sentence?  
35.  Find examples of figurative language in the text. Write them down. 
36.  List five words from the book that you find interesting or unfamiliar. Write their definitions  
     (use a dictionary for help). 
37.  Describe the author’s craft: What was good about the authors writing? What things might you 
     try to do in your own writing that you learned from this author? 
38.  Describe how the author makes you feel through their writing. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

39.  Did you enjoy the book? Why or why not? 
40.  What didn’t you understand in the text? 
41.  Would boys and girls enjoy this book equally? Support your reasons. 
42.  Would you like to read more books by this author? Why or why not? 
43.  Do you think the author chose a good title for the book? Why or why not? 
44.  What did you learn about the time in which the story took place? 
45.  Write about an important lesson that was learned in the story. 
46.  Would you recommend the book to another reader? Explain why or why not. 
47.  Describe what you would change about the book if you could rewrite it. 
48.  Explain what you want to remember about this book and why. 
49.  Would you recommend this book to a friend? Why or why not? 
50.  Make a list of “lingering questions” you have after finishing the book. 
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Reader’s Response Log 
 

Reader’s Response Log 
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Reader’s Response Log 
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 Reader’s Brag Sheet 



  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Week 1 Week 2 Week 3 Week 4 Week 5 Week 6 Week 7 
 

How many 
letters are in 
your first and 
last name? Is 
that number 
even or odd? 

 

Write your 
name, address, 
and telephone 
number. How 
many numbers 
did you write? 

 

How many 
letters in New 
Jersey? Is that 
number even or 
odd? Do the 
same with 
another state 
you know.  

 

Count by 5’s to 
100. Use your 
number grid to 
help.   

 

Create a 
subtraction 
story for 12. 
Tell an adult 
your number 
story.   

 

Write a number 
with a 6 in the 
hundreds place, 
5 in the tens 
place, and 4 in 
the ones place.   

 

Count the 
windows in your 
house. Now 
count the doors. 
Do you have 
more doors or 
windows? 

 

You have 4 
quarters, 6 
dimes, and 3 
nickels. How 
much money do 
you have? 

 

Grab a handful 
of coins. How 
much money do 
you have? 

 

You have 3 
quarters, 6 
dimes, 5 nickels, 
and 2 pennies. 
How much money 
do you have? 

 

Practice making 
tallies for 6,16, 
26, and 50.   

 

Name 5 odd 
numbers. Name 5 
even numbers. 
Look at today’s 
date, is it odd or 
even?   

 

Start at 75 
count up by 1’s 
as high as you 
can go. Use a 
number grid for 
help.   

 

It is 3:10. What 
time will it be in 
10 minutes? 30 
minutes? 1 hour?   

 

Choose a math 
game to play 
from the 
Everyday Math 
website.   

 

Choose a math 
game to play 
from the 
Everyday Math 
website.   

 

Choose a math 
game to play 
from the 
Everyday Math 
website.   

 

Choose a math 
game to play 
from the 
Everyday Math 
website.   

 

Choose a math 
game to play 
from the 
Everyday Math 
website.   

 

Choose a math 
game to play 
from the 
Everyday Math 
website.   

 

Choose a math 
game to play 
from the 
Everyday Math 
website.   

 

Practice your 
math facts for 
10 minutes. 
Write down two 
fact families 
from the set 
you practiced.  

 

Practice your 
math facts for 
10 minutes. 
Write down two 
fact families 
from the set 
you practiced.  

 

Practice your 
math facts for 
10 minutes. 
Write down two 
fact families 
from the set 
you practiced.  

 

Practice your 
math facts for 
10 minutes. 
Write down two 
fact families 
from the set 
you practiced.  

 

Practice your 
math facts for 
10 minutes. 
Write down two 
fact families 
from the set 
you practiced.  

 

Practice your 
math facts for 
10 minutes. 
Write down two 
fact families 
from the set 
you practiced.  

 

Practice your 
math facts for 
10 minutes. 
Write down two 
fact families 
from the set 
you practiced.  

 

It is 6:30. What 
time will it be in 
3 hours, 6 hours, 
and 9 hours? 

 

Think of an 
addition number 
story that has 
an answer of 18. 
Tell an adult. 

 

It is 1:10. What 
time will it be in 
10 minutes? 30 
minutes? 1 hour? 

 

Get a handful of 
coins. Sort them. 
How much money 
do you have in 
just pennies, 
just nickels, just 
dimes?   

 

Make 25 cents as 
many different 
ways as you can 
using coins.   

 

What is the 
smallest number 
you can create 
with 2,5,6? What 
is the largest 
number?   

 

Create a 
subtraction 
story for 8. Tell 
an adult your 
number story.   

 

 

 

SUMMER 

2018 



 

 
 
 
 
We are delighted to inform you about onl ine  learn ing opportunities that will provide your 
child with access to powerful, skill-specific practice designed to help reverse summer learning 
loss.  
 

     

 

 

Summer Skills Sharpeners 

Splash Math introduces fun in the learning and practice of math 
with interactive games that help kids understand difficult concepts 
with ease. Halt summer slide with an 8-week review program, review 
skills from the current grade and practice key skills from the grade 
the student is entering this fall for FREE.  
Visit https://www.splashmath.com/ to learn more! 

Ep ic !  provides an unlimited selection  
of eBooks that can be instantly  
discovered, read and shared with  
friends. Personalized for each  
individual reader, Epic! provides  
access thousands of high quality,  
curated children's books without the need to purchase or download them one by one. Epic! is 
available on all iOS and Android devices. Give your kids a summer full of reading and exploration 
with unlimited access to 25,000 books and videos! Special offer includes 30 days of free, 
unlimited access. Visit https://www.getepic.com/ to get started! 

     Camp Wonderopol i s  is a free online  
     summer-learning destination that’s full of fun,  
       interactive  STEM and literacy-building topics 

boosted by Maker experiments! Keeping kids and their families learning together throughout the 
summer and out-of-school time, Camp Wonderopolis can help build vocabulary, background 
knowledge in science, reading comprehension, critical thinking, and other literacy skills along the 
way. Check out https://camp.wonderopolis.org/ to find out more! 


